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About Onvia

Onvia (Nasdaq: ONVI) is the leading provider of 
gBusiness solutions in the United States, covering the 
broadest set of industries and products at every level 
of the public sector - Federal, State, Local and Educa-
tion. For more than twelve years, Onvia has delivered 
unparalleled coverage of government purchasing 
activity and commercial/residential projects for clients 
in a variety of industries, including:

•	 Architecture and Engineering
•	 Construction
•	 IT/Telecom
•	 Healthcare
•	 Operations and Maintenance
•	 Professional Services
•	 Transportation
•	 Water
•	 Energy/Alternative Energy

Thousands of businesses across the United States 
rely on Onvia’s customized information and market 
intelligence to grow sales opportunities, understand 
buyer and seller activities, and research markets. 
Onvia was founded in 1996 and is headquartered in 
Seattle, Washington.

Recovery.org, a service of Onvia, is tracking American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) spending 
by Federal, State and Local agencies and provides 
detailed information about what is happening in our 
States and Municipalities - from the moment ARRA 
funds are approved, to a government agency’s is-
suance of a Bid or RFP, through contract award to a 
business.

Onvia, Inc.
509 Olive Way

Seattle, WA 98101
206.282.5170

www.Onvia.com
www.Recovery.org 
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Of the more than 16,000 transportation infrastructure 
projects Onvia tracked throughout 2009 only 31 
percent, or 5,000, had been awarded to contractors by 
the end of 2009.

Thus far in 2010, Onvia has added $6.7 billion 
across 2,800 fully or partially recovery-funded projects 
to its ARRA database expected to begin in 2010. 
This represents a meaningful leading indicator for 
the infrastructure market in the months ahead. It is 
important to note that recovery dollars are funding 
projects in conjunction with traditional matching funds 
programs.

As these outstanding dollars reach local economies, 
expect to see resulting direct and indirect infrastructure 
jobs supported to exceed 900,000, which will stimulate 
over $150 billion in economic activity. The Southeast 

is expected to support the most jobs with the Great 
Lakes region setting the pace for average salaries.

Highways and Roads

With continued strong government investment in 
infrastructure through economic recovery initiatives, 
the 2010 contribution of highway spending to regional 
economic productivity will increase over 2009 
spending levels.

According to the American Road & Transportation 
Builders Association (ARTBA), 38 states increased 
the real value of their contract awards between 
January and October 2009 compared to the same time 
period in 2008. The real value of contract awards for 
highways and bridges increased $5 billion to nearly 
$50 billion during that time period. This is an important 

2010 is proving to be a strong year for government contractors who 

serve the infrastructure market. Although 2009 saw considerable activity 

with the obligation of ARRA dollars, a significant amount of the actual 

spending on those ARRA-funded projects will happen in 2010. 

Source: Onvia 2010
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leading indicator for the 2010 construction season. 
Expect these trends to carry into 2010 as more 
contractors vie for government projects

Spurred by record federal investment in surface 
transportation and increased spending through the 
ARRA, the highway construction market is expected 
to grow 8 percent in 2010 as only two states, New 
Hampshire and Wyoming, obligated all of their 
transportation stimulus funds by the end of 2009. As 
of March 2010, Onvia was tracking upwards of 19,000 
ARRA-funded highway projects across the US, many 
of which are much needed maintenance efforts and 
upgrades that had previously been deferred.

According to the Reason Foundation, the percentage 
of deficient bridges has been on the rise and the 
condition of urban interstates continues to degrade. 
In their December 2009 Report on the Performance 
of State Highway Systems, a number of key metrics 
improved, such as urban interstate congestion, but 
the findings highlight the difficulty in “making across 
the board progress in road conditions.” The thousands 
of ARRA funded projects, many of which will start in 
2010, are targeted to address the substandard areas 

of the nation’s transportation infrastructure. The study 
also found wide variations among the states in road 
performance, and an increasing concentration of 
problems:

•	 About 53 percent of the poor-condition 
urban interstate mileage is in just four states 
(California, New York, New Jersey and Texas). 

•	 About 64 percent of all the poor-condition 
rural interstate mileage in the U.S. is in just 
four states (California, New York, Alaska and 
Louisiana). 

•	 About 49 percent of all the poor-condition 
mileage rural primary roads is in just five states 
(Alaska, Oklahoma, Iowa, California and South 
Dakota). 

•	 Poor condition mileage is increasingly a local 
problem rather than a national problem. And 
four states (California, Minnesota, Maryland and 
New Jersey) have more than 70 percent of their 
urban interstates congested.
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Impact of ARRA on Federal Highway Funds Available for Obligation

http://reason.org/news/show/18th-annual-highway-report
http://reason.org/news/show/18th-annual-highway-report
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At the end of March 2010, Onvia analysis found that 
infrastructure project costs are on the rise after a 
precipitous dip across 2009 driven by a combination 
of stiff competition and falling construction material 
prices. Some of these savings served to expand the 
scope of projects funded by ARRA.

So far in 2010, contract values in comparison to 
estimated values are at their highest point since 
March of 2009.  According to the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, several construction-related price 
indicators are on the rise. In February 2010, key road 
construction commodities such as asphalt paving 
mixtures were up almost 50% over February 2009, 
with overall inputs to highway and street construction 
up 5.4% for the same period. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, construction materials price 
inflation continues to increase faster than overall 
inflation although inflation weakened in both indexes 
in February. The materials price index has increased 
1.5% in the last three months. This is about a 6% 
annual pace which is the expected trend well into 
2011.

Intelligent Transportation Systems

Beyond traditional highway construction, increased 
investment in smart roads, otherwise known as 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), will expedite 
job creation. ITS initiatives are proven to produce 
significant economic and environmental advantages. 
State and local agencies investing in ITS, for example, 
have found that each dollar spent on technologies 
such as E-Z Pass programs and synchronized 
and adaptive traffic signals returns at least $40 to 
the public in time and fuel savings while reducing 
emissions by as much as 22 percent. In South Korea, 
where ITS investment is a government priority, 
average speeds have increased 20% over the past 
five years. South Korea estimates the total savings 
generated from ITS systems, including automatic toll 
collection, fewer accidents and less pollution, to be 
around $1.5 billion a year. According to the Korea 
Transportation Institute, investment in intelligent 
transportation systems cost less than one percent of 
the investment necessary to build a four-lane road. 

The U.S. is expected to spend more than $500 
billion dollars on surface transport infrastructure 

Stabilizing economic conditions and increasing commodity prices are driving up project costs.
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http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:10315195
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:9665565
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through 2015, while the Department of 
Transportation’s ITS strategy for 2010-2014 keeps 
intelligent transport funding at about $100 million per 
year.  In September 2009, the Utah Department of 
Transportation announced a $14 million electronic 
tolling system project on sections of I-15. Drivers 
willing to pay to use the high-occupancy lanes without 
carpooling would pay for the privilege. This system 
would use RFID tags to track usage. Antenna boxes 
placed above the lanes will send radio signals to 
transponders the size of credit cards, which would be 
mounted on vehicle windshields. Signs posted along 
entrances to the HOV lane would advertise dynamic 
rates, with the price to travel rising as lane speed 
decreases. Lawmakers and state officials still question 
the cost of such systems, however, especially in light 
of the current fiscal reality.

Transit

In the face of an economic downturn with high 
unemployment, overall mass transit ridership is 
down as fewer people are traveling to and from 
work. Similar to unemployment, mass transit use is 

a lagging economic indicator. As result, the majority 
of transit systems have seen a decrease in funding 
from state, local and regional programs. But aided by 
the significant transit funding through the ARRA as 
well as the Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment 
(HIRE) Act, prospects are strong for new light rail 
systems as we continue to see the benefit of economic 
regeneration of transit corridors such as those in 
Washington, D.C., Denver, Colorado and Portland, 
Oregon. Moving into 2010, less than half of the 
approximately $7 billion in transit investment dollars 
made available through the ARRA are under contract.

Transit agencies across the country are beginning to 
invest in alternative fuel vehicles to increase efficiency, 
support green transit and drive down operating costs. 
Of the approximately 7,500 new bus requisitions 
funded by ARRA, almost 20% specify alternative fuels 
or green technology. In addition to increased federal 
investment in mass transit initiatives beyond traditional 
dollars for highways, government fleets are also 
driving toward a greener economy.

MODE # OF PROJECTS ESTIMATED SPENDING

Highway 7,497 $47.26 billion

Transit 983 $9.77 billion

Rail 234 $3.49 billion

Port 80 $0.58 billion

Aviation 528 $1.81 billion

Intermodal 266 $6.63 billion

TOTAL 9,588 $69.55 BILLION

Source: AASHTO 2010

Q4 2009 summary of new projects that can begin within 120 days of funding.

AASHTO Survey of Ready-To-Go Projects
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Legislative Impacts

In support of an expected jobs bill in 2010, 
an American Association of State of Highway 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) survey in late 2009 
captured a summary view of the 9,588 ready-to-go 
(formerly known as “Shovel Ready”) highway, transit, 
rail, port and aviation projects across the U.S. awaiting 
funding. These projects, valued at $70 billion, are 
ready to break ground within 120 days of funding. (See 
Appendix)

On March 18th, 2010, President Obama signed 
a new jobs bill, the Hiring Incentives to Restore 
Employment (HIRE) Act into law. With highway 
investments from ARRA expected to wind down at 
the end of 2010, the HIRE Act will provide states 
with funding levels to sustain highway construction 
into 2011. The HIRE act contains a number of critical 
transportation provisions:

•	 The Highway Trust Fund (HTF) will remain 
solvent during that period through a $19.5 billion 
transfer from the United States General Trust 
Fund. This includes $4.8 billion for the Mass 

Transit Account. These funds are based on the 
restoration of interest payments on balances to 
the HTF and ensure the solvency of the Mass 
Transit Account through the end of Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2011. The HTF is primarily financed by the 
motor fuel federal tax, which is 18.4 cents per 
gallon for gasoline and 24.4 percent for diesel, 
and has not been raised since 1993.

•	 The HIRE Act also expands the Building 
America Bonds program, originally created by 
the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act 
(ARRA), which subsidizes municipalities issuing 
taxable debt by reimbursing the issuer directly 
for a percentage of the interest payments.  
This program has helped states and local 
governments borrow at lower costs to finance 
infrastructure projects and create jobs

•	 The Senate vote also restores $8.7 billion 
this fiscal year in highway contract authority 
to the states, which was rescinded at the end 
of fiscal year 2009 and was passed in the 
2005 SAFETEA-LU legislation, which expired 
September 30, 2009. 

PRIMARY INFRASTRUCTURE PURCHASING CATEGORIES

Infrastructure: Roadway, Bridge and Tunnel Contractors
Heavy Equipment
Signage and Supplies
Environmental Consulting
Engineering Services
Transportation & Traffic Studies

Transit: Rapid Transit Vehicles
Buses
Specialty and Vocational Vehicles
Fleet Operations and Maintenance
CCTV
Security Services

Source: Onvia 2010
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Many states are concerned about the lukewarm 
prospects for a reauthorization spending bill in 2010. 
Although the Obama administration says states 
shouldn’t be concerned that a new law is not yet 
in place, there is growing anxiety as transportation 
improvement plans are left in limbo. Planning for 
a new bridge, highway interchange or light rail line 
typically takes years, and states need early insight 
into how much the federal government will invest in 
transportation. Without a reauthorized transportation 
spending bill in place, “Our industry surveys tell us that 
contractors won’t be able to do long-term planning to 
purchase equipment,” said Jeffrey Solsby, spokesman 
for the American Road & Transportation Builders 
Association.

Summary

However effective in the short-term, economic 
recovery plans cannot be a substitute for long-
term investment goals that must be articulated and 
implemented in the full transportation authorization 
bill.  According to AASHTO, to meet significant national 
needs between 2010 and 2015, Congress should fund 
a $565 billion multi-modal program comprised of:

•	 Highway program funded at $375 billion                                   
(2015 level = $75 billion)

•	 Transit program funded at $100 billion                                        
(2015 level = $20.8 billion) 

•	 Freight program funded at $40 billion                                        
(2015 level = $9.2 billion)

•	 Intercity passenger rail program funded at $50 
billion (2015 level = $11.7 billion)

2010 Strategic Considerations

•	 Competition and pricing pressure will vary in 
major metropolitan areas vs. outlying areas. 
Businesses that have flexible geographic 
coverage areas should consider pursuing 
contracts in less populated places. 

•	 Given the higher volume of smaller, less capital 
intensive projects, there is greater opportunity 
for smaller businesses to serve as prime 
contractors.

•	 Local contracting preferences are changing. 
Many agencies that have previously placed 
a premium on keeping contracts local have 
expanded their vendor pools in search of the 
most competitive price.

•	 Some agencies are advertising stimulus projects 
rather than issuing task orders against existing 
contracts to encourage broader business 
participation. This is the time for business to pre-
qualify themselves with target agencies.

•	 With an increased focus on small and minority 
business participation levels, businesses should 
leverage these partners to maximize success 
rates.

•	 Businesses must engage with government or be 
left behind the Next Economy.
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2010 PROJECT AND COMPANY HIGHLIGHTS

TOP 2010 TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS STATE VALUE

Expansion of State Highways 114 and 121 TX $916,784,370

Rehabilitation of  St. George Sift Ramps NY $174,444,000

State Freeway 101 at Doyle Drive CA $167,300,000

Construct HOV Lanes, Connectors And Replace Slabs. CA $160,000,000

I-85 from 1800 Feet South of Nc 150 to Us 29-52-70/I-8 NC $143,000,000

Reconstruct & Widen 4 to 6 Lane to Reduce Congest & Saft TX $135,790,603

Us 421 District Bridge Project (Rehabilitation) IN $130,000,000

Town of Bridgeport, East Bridgeport Rail Yard Improvements. CT $119,999,999

Widen Freeway And Construct Bridges, Retaining Walls, And Sound Walls. CA $110,000,000

TOP 2010 TRANSPORTATION CONTRACTORS STATE VALUE

Conti Enterprises NY $174,444,000

O&G Industries, Inc. CT $141,580,000

JF White/Empire CT $141,510,982

Bellevue Braids Constructors Granite-Mowat Constructors JV WA $106,653,000

Archer Western Contractors Ltd., Inc. FL $68,473,000

Flatiron West Inc. CA $61,023,992

Kiewit Reyes AJV IL $56,576,000

Balfour Beatty Infrastructure, Inc. TX $48,579,334

Mowat Construction Company OR $48,460,708

Brutoco Engineering and Construction, Inc. CA $47,900,000

TOP 2010 HIGH SPEED RAIL PROJECTS STATE VALUE

New Track - 84 Miles of 240 Miles FL $1,250,000,000

Chicago - St Louis Corridor IL $1,102,000,000

Bypass Tracks WA $590,000,000

New York - Albany - Buffalo Corridor OH $400,000,000

Empire Corridor Connects NY $148,000,000

Chicago (Englewood) Flyover IL $133,000,000

11 Mile Richmond - Washington, D.C Corridor VA $75,000,000

Crossover and Signal System Imporvements IN $71,000,000

Implement Track, Passenger Stations and Signal Upgrades MA $70,000,000

San Diego - LA - San Luis Obispo Corridor CA $51,000,000

http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=AWD:11896881
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=AWD:11590785
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11626848
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=AMD:11853957
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11718568
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=AMD:12183597
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11643726
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=AMD:11680521
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=AMD:11982262
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11761089
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11761275
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11761272
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11761166
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11762571
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11764170
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11762528
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11762510
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11763462
http://www.recovery.org/projectdetails.aspx?pid=ANT:11761090
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APPENDIX

STATE PROJECTS STATE ESTIMATE

Alabama 105 $1,065 million

Alaska 20 $200 million

Arizona 123 $992 million

Arkansas 130 $1,070 million

California 120 $4,012 million

Colorado 100 $1,400 million

Connecticut 59 $1,722 million

Delaware 30 $109 million

District Of Columbia 28 $114 million

Florida $1,500 million

Georgia 170 $1,306 million

Hawaii 31 $170 million

Idaho 66 $173 million

Illinois 310 $1,300 million

Indiana 150 $560 million

Iowa 665 $955 million

Kansas 348 $701 million

Kentucky 49 $285 million

Louisiana 47 $197 million

Maine 70 $200 million

Maryland 131 $615 million

Massachusetts 58 $500 million

Michigan 305 $1,346 million

Minnesota 118 $510 million

Mississippi 49 $476 million

STATE PROJECTS STATE ESTIMATE

Missouri 115 $1,200 million

Montana 160 $450 million

Nebraska 53 $180 million

Nevada 21 $257 million

New Hampshire 36 $427 million

New Jersey 53 $312 million

New Mexico 49 $753 million

New York 440 $1,200 million

North Carolina 112 $2,059 million

North Dakota 102 $200 million

Ohio 120 $618 million

Oklahoma 176 $947 million

Oregon 198 $522 million

Pennsylvania 303 $1,226 million

Rhode Island 17 $281 million

South Carolina $375 million

South Dakota 44 $146 million

Tennessee 178 $800 million

Texas 1,178 $3,834 million

Utah 114 $7,776 million

Vermont 47 $124 million

Virginia 6 $106 million

Washington 148 $751 million

West Virginia 431 $1,556 million

Wisconsin 58 $350 million

Wyoming 58 $400 million

TOTAL 7,497 $47.26 BILLIONSource: AASHTO

An American Association of State of Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) survey in late 2009 captured a 
summary view of the 9,588 ready-to-go projects.

Highways: Job Creation projects
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